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Board of Directors Meeting Minutes

July 12, 2017 - 6:30 p.m.  
Lovaas Institute Conference Room 

3rd Floor, Calhoun Beach Club, Minneapolis
Board Members:
Present:  Randall Bachman, Tammy Meyer, Kim Schulze, Eric Larsson, Lisa Barsness, John Mulligan, Peggy Howell, Anna Theisen-Olson
Excused:  Kathryn Nordberg, Asneth Omare, Jennifer Larson
Others Present: Amy Sippl
Proceedings:
Review of Minutes from March Meeting 

· Attendees were provided with meeting notes from the March board meeting. Minutes were reviewed by the board and approved to be submitted without changes.
ARF Financials
· Board Chairperson Randall Bachman reviewed the current financials. The current account balance is $21,854.99.
· There was $5 in deposits this month from AmazonSmile.
· There were the following expenses:  two $500 Canteen Grants; $300 MNABA sponsorship; $87 webinar for sponsorships; $1000 for Megan Olson’s BCBA Scholarship; and $250 for the MNCCD Conference Sponsorship. 
Fundraising Webinar 

· Bachman reviewed a fundraising webinar he attended on how to obtain sponsorships for non-profit events.  Several key items came out of the webinar including that most sponsorships are determined 12-18 months in advance and that it is important to “know the deciders” in organizations when obtaining sponsorships. 

· The board requested a “sponsorship packet” to distribute with the individual sponsorship levels (Gold $1500; Silver $1000; Bronze $500; Copper $250).  Amy Sippl will develop this packet and distribute to the board. 
Fall Fundraising Event 
· Board members reviewed the fundraising event scheduled for October 28, 2017.
· The board received sponsorship packet information.  Bachman contacted all 2016 and 2015 sponsors.  Lisa Barsness agreed to contact Tara Reid and St. Thomas BCBA program.  

· Tammy Meyer, Anna Theisen-Olson and Randy Bachman families have all agreed to sponsor the event. 

· A potential program was reviewed for the evening: 

· John Mulligan will contact a family member about producing a video of the scholarship recipients.

· Peggy Howell will contact a potential musical guest, or we can review Erik’s Ranch again. 

· Scholarship applicants will be invited on stage. 

· Potential legislators to be honored included:  Roz Peterson, Jeff Hayden, Tony Lourey
· Congressman Rick Nolan will be speaking.

Twins Event
· We have the Minnesota Ballpark Authority’s suite for a Twins game on Friday September 1, 2017.  

· The suite includes 24 tickets which will be distributed to sponsors of the fall fundraising event. 
· Tammy Meyer will be responsible for distributing tickets as donors sign on and will coordinate a menu for the event. 

Committee Reports
· Scholarship Committee Chair Lisa Barsness reported on the July scholarship applications.  7 applications were received and 5 candidates were reviewed before.  
· Barsness requested the board approve the 2 new applicants be awarded $1000 and $500 be awarded to the 5 remaining candidates.  The board approved this recommendation. 

· Barsness and Amy Sippl will coordinate to distribute the scholarship checks. 
· Canteen Grant Committee reviewed and granted 3 additional Canteen Grants since the previous meeting. 

Legislation

· Bachman and Board Member Eric Larsson reported on the upcoming Legislative session including: 

· EIDBI Benefit was passed on April 27, 2017.  Improvements to this bill will hopefully allow providers to be paid better for services. 
· Bachman reported on the MNCCD Policy Committee’s review of legislation to support for next year.  Bachman will be speaking in support of BCBA Licensure, addressing the workforce shortage concerns and parental fees.  In addition it is anticipated that MNCCD will be forming a work group on autism-specific public policy.

· Board members are encouraged to contact Bachman or Larsson with any questions about legislative efforts and this year’s session.  
Other Business
· Chairperson Randy Bachman announced that he will be stepping down from the Autism Recovery Foundation board effective January 2018.  He has agreed to complete the IRS 990 filings as his last business for the foundation.  Anyone interested in the position is asked to contact him prior to the next board meeting.  
 Adjournment 
· Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
· The next board meeting is set for Wednesday September 20th from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at the Calhoun Beach Club. 
· Board meetings for 2017 set at:  October 11

· Amy Sippl will set up video capabilities via Skype/WebEx if needed. 

