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Board of Directors Meeting Minutes

September 20, 2017 - 6:30 p.m.  
Lovaas Institute Conference Room 

3rd Floor, Calhoun Beach Club, Minneapolis
Board Members:
Present:  Randall Bachman, Tammy Meyer, Kim Schulze, Asneth Omare, Lisa Barsness, John Mulligan, Anna Theisen-Olson
Excused:  Kathryn Nordberg, Jennifer Larson, Eric Larsson, Peggy Howell
Others Present: Amy Sippl
Proceedings:
Review of Minutes from July Meeting 

· Attendees were provided with meeting notes from the July board meeting. Minutes were reviewed by the board and approved to be submitted without changes.
ARF Financials
· Board Chairperson Randall Bachman reviewed the current financials. The current account balance is $19,230.19
· Since July there were the following expenses:  $411.81 reimbursement to Tammy Meyer for refreshments at the Twins Game event; $1,250 in Canteen Grants; $300 for the MNABA Conference sponsorship; $5000 in BCBA Scholarships; and $250 for the MNCCD Conference Sponsorship. 
ARF at the Ballpark Event Recap 

· Board members in attendance at the September 1st “ARF at the Ballpark” Event gave a report on the event.  All 24 tickets were used and sponsors Tony Farah Realty, Third Wave Partnership, Anna Theisen-Olson, the Lovaas Institute and Sunny Days Therapy were in attendance.  
· Tammy will contact the Minnesota Ballpark Authority about receiving tickets for a game next season. 

Fall Fundraising Event 
· Board members reviewed the fundraising event scheduled for October 28, 2017.
· The board received sponsorship packet information. We currently have $10,500 in sponsorships pledged already with $3000 received. Our 2016 sponsorships were $14,250 with expenses of $8,934.  Invoices for the remainder of the funds will be issued this month. 
· The program was reviewed for the evening: 

· Sam Miltich will provide music during the cocktail reception and at the start of the program. 

· Randy has reached out to Minnesota Life College about a student speaker.

· Amy Sippl will coordinate with parent and staff to create a video to show as part of the program. 

· Anna Theisen-Olson will contact Tony Farah as a potential parent speaker. 

· Jennifer Larson will continue to coordinate with Congressman Nolan who will keynote. 

· Randy will reach out to Rep. Peterson and Senators Hayden and Lourey about awards. 

Committee Reports
· Scholarship Committee Chair Lisa Barsness reported that we are now accepting November scholarship applications. 
· Canteen Grant Committee reviewed and granted 2 additional Canteen Grants since the previous meeting. At this time only $300 remains in the budget and no additional funds will be granted until after the October event.  Amy Sippl will add information to the website that we are not currently accepting applications. 
Legislation

· Bachman reported on the upcoming Legislative session including: 

· Randy reported on the MNCCD Policy Committee’s review of legislation to support for next year.  Randy presented the workforce shortage concerns and parental fees.  

· Board members are encouraged to contact Randy or Eric Larsson with any questions about legislative efforts and this year’s session.  
Other Business
· Chairperson Randy Bachman announced that he will be stepping down from the Autism Recovery Foundation board effective January 2018.  Tammy Meyer has been nominated to replace Randy as Chairperson and she has agreed to accept the nomination. 
· John Mulligan has agreed to continue acting as Treasurer in 2018 and will continue to offer Catherine Gorr’s assistance with accounting activities. 

Pints for a Purpose 

· Amy Sippl reported on a potential fundraiser for ARF in 2018.  Tin Whiskers Brewing Company in St. Paul hosts “Pints for a Purpose” a monthly event at the brewery where $1 of every pint of beer sold is given back to a local non-profit. 

· She will coordinate to be placed on the calendar for January or February next year. 

Minnesota Council of Non-Profit’s 2017 Fundraising Conference

· Amy Sippl reported on two workshops she attended at the MN Council of Non-Profits in July.  The Powerpoint has been submitted to the minutes. It includes information about “Romancing the Donor” strategies for donor relationship management.  

· Sippl has purchased a free trial of a donor management software “Little Green Light” to be tracking ARF’s constituents and giving.  She presented data on the 324 entries we currently have in the database and growing our donor base. Board Members John Mulligan and Tammy Meyer authorized purchasing a year’s subscription to Little Green Light.
· Sippl will be contacting each board member about contacts for the ARF event in November. 
 Adjournment 
· Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
· The next board meeting is set for Wednesday October 11th  from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at the Calhoun Beach Club. 
· Amy Sippl will not be at the meeting.  Lisa Barsness will set up video capabilities via Skype/WebEx if needed. 

